
Emerald Ash Borer
FROM THE DESK OF MENASHA PARKS AND RECREATION

What is Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)? EAB is an invasive wood-boring beetle that attacks 
any species of ash trees.  It moves to new areas via humans, usually on firewood. Do 
your part! Obtain firewood close to where it will be burned, season/quarantine the wood for 
at least two years, or use pest-free, certified firewood.

Signs & Symptoms of EAB
Flecking:
Woodpeckers like the
beetle larvae and the
tree will result in
looking like strips of
bark have been pulled
off. 

S Galleries: Larvae
feed creating s-
shaped pattern filled
with frass (larva
poop) and sawdust. 

Exit Holes: the beetles
emerge from under
the bark and create a
D-shaped hole that is
1/8 in.

Epicormic Growth:
When trees are sick or
stressed, they'll try to
grow new branches
and leaves wherever
they can resulting in
new growth at the
base of the tree or on
the trunk. 

Canopy Dieback: After
multiple years of EAB
trees will have dead
branches throughout
the canopy. Top
leaves may be thin
and discolored. 

The structural integrity, or strength, of ash
branches and tree trunks begins to decline shortly
after the tree becomes infested and the wood
begins to dry. Signs of an EAB infestation are not
always visible, but once the signs become visible
decline can be rapid. Lower moisture content
increases the risk of branch and trunk breakage,
and the timing of breakage is usually
unpredictable. Breakage is more likely in places
where bark has split and at branch junctions where
a smaller branch connects to a larger one. Infested
trees may also have total trunk failure soon after
death, further increasing the chance of dangerous
impacts to people and property.

Hazards of dead/dying ash due to EAB

Management of EAB 
Removal of trees & insecticide treatment (soil
injections and trunk injections) are the most common
practices of controlling EAB. Tree injections deliver
the product right into the tree's tissue, which is then
evenly dispersed throughout the canopy. The
injections target the larvae tunneling in the tree,
which stops the most destructive phase of this insect.
Soil injections are absorbed by the tree. Some product
can be lost due to gravity and is non-specific so any
insect (harmful or beneficial) that comes in contact
could be killed. Soil injections are only effective for
trees less than 10” DBH (diameter at breast height)
and smaller.



1.  Removal of Trees Deemed Hazardous.
Removal of hazardous trees will eliminate
risk of damage and injury due to the brittle
nature of ash trees that have died or are
dying due to EAB.

2. Treatment of Trees. Staff has identified
approximately 145 trees over 12” DBH to be
in good health that will be injected with an
insecticide treatment to combat EAB.

3. Replanting of Trees. Ensure diversity in
species, age and location when replanting. 

500 (8%) 
ash trees

355 UNTREATED
(UNDER 12" DBH) 
145 TREATED

(RANGED 13”-36”DBH) 

6 , 2 0 0  I N V E N T O R I E D
T R E E S

In 2020

FOR QUESTIONS, CONTACT CITY OF MENASHA ARBORIST AT 920-967-3620 OR
AHARTZHEIM@CI.MENASHA.WI.US

INFORMATION FROM WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES; DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, TRADE, AND CONSUMER PROTECTION; MENASHA ARBORIST, ALEX HARTZHEIM

Menasha's EAB
Management Plan

Conducted tree
inventory and
created Readiness
plan in 2010

750 (17%)
ARE ASH

OF THE 4,401
PUBLICALLY

OWNED TREES

In 2010 EAB first found
in Menasha in
Fall/Winter of
2019

2-3X
THE NUMBER OF TREES IT REMOVES EACH

YEAR. NEW TREES WILL HELP CANOPY COVER
RECOVER FASTER. 

CITY OF MENASHA PLANTS

HAVE REMOVED 250 ASH TREES
TO DATE; PLAN TO REMOVE 80

ASH TREES IN WINTER
2020/2021 WITH

APPROXIMATELY 40 OF THESE
BEING IN JEFFERSON PARK

           If you have an ash tree on your property, you have some things to think about, since there are
several options you have and a few decisions to make. There are 3 main options:  

1) Treat the tree, If your tree is dead, or
mostly dead, the decision is easy- it needs
to be removed before it becomes a
hazard to people or property.  If the tree
is still alive you have some options. Hiring
a company to chemically treat your tree
gives your tree the greatest chance at
survival. Most of the chemicals made
specifically for EAB treatment are 100%
effective if applied by a professional and
treated at the proper time.  This option,
although very effective, can also be
expensive and trees need to be treated
every other year for an extended period
of time.

2) Remove the tree
before it dies. 
 Removing a healthy
looking tree is never an
easy decision, but could
save money in the short
term.  Trees have many
benefits that help save
money, including
shading your house,
reducing energy costs
and large trees add to
property values and the
overall look to the
neighborhood. 

3) Do nothing. This option is
the cheapest in the short
term and you get all of the
benefits your tree provides
until the tree dies.  Once the
tree dies it usually costs
double to have it removed
due to the weakening of the
wood and the extra dangers
it presents to those
removing them. It’s always
best to have a professional
look at your trees with you
and help you make an
informed decision. 


